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Foreword 
by the High 
Commissioner
It is with great pleasure that I present 
this ninth issue of Taifa E-Bulletin 
published by Kenya High Commission 
in Pretoria.

The period between January and June 
2020 began on a very low note with the 
spark of COVID-19 across the globe 
and in March 2020 the pandemic came 
closer home in the in the Republic of 
South Africa occasioning an imposed 
lockdown on 27th March 2020.

Despite the effects of the lockdown, 
the Mission continued to discharge its 
mandate albeit remotely and officers 
worked from home.

During the period under review, bilateral 
relations continued to take place with 
HE President Uhuru Kenyatta in talks 
with HE President Cyril Ramaphosa on 
matters of mutual interest. 

On the economic diplomacy front, the 
Mission attended meetings prior to the 
lockdown. 

The Mission will continue working 
with all stakeholders to deliver on its 
ambition and aspirations for the people 
of Kenya.

I wish you all, a pleasant reading of the 
Taifa E-Bulletin. 

Amb. Jean N. Kamau  
HIGH COMMISSIONER

Editorial Team  
Chair:         Gladys J. Some

Members: Dr. Gatama Gichini 
        Mr. Josef Mwikya

Amb. Jean N. Kamau   
High Commissioner
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Kenya-South Africa Relations 
CS RAYCHELLE OMAMO STOPS OVER AT OLIVER TAMBO 
AIRPORT

Kenya’s Foreign Affairs Cabinet Secretary, Amb. Raychelle A. Omamo, made 
a stopover at the Oliver Tambo Airport in the Republic of South Africa on 
Friday 17th January 2020. The CS was on transit to Kenya from Mozambique 
where she had represented His Excellency, President Uhuru Kenyatta at the 
inauguration of the Country’s President His Excellency, Filipe Nyusi.

Kenya’s Foreign Affairs Cabinet Secretary, Amb. Raychelle A. Omamo, with Kenya High 
Commission staff members led by Deputy High Commissioner, Beatrice Karago. 
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CS Raychelle Omamo and South Africa’s 
Minister for International Relations & 
Cooperation, Dr Naledi Pandor co-hosts a 
virtual meeting of Africa’s Women Ministers 
For Foreign Affairs; Enhancing women 
leadership in COVID-19 Response, 7th May 
2020 
By Beatrice Karago

Cabinet Secretary Raychelle Omamo together with the Minister of 
International Relations and Cooperation of the Republic of South Africa co-
chaired a virtual conference titled: Teleconference of Africa’s Women Ministers 
of Foreign Affairs on Enhancing Women Leadership in COVID-19 Responses’ 
on 27th May, 2020. 
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The Teleconference was attended by African Women Foreign Affairs, 
International Relations and Cooperation Ministers of Guinea-Bissau, Kenya, 
Mozambique, Namibia, Sao Tomé et Principe, Sierra Leone, South Africa and 
Sudan, under the Co-Chairpersonship of H.E. Dr. Naledi Pandor, Minister of 
International Relations and Cooperation of the Republic of South Africa, and 
H.E. Amb. Raychelle Awuor Omamo, Cabinet Secretary of Foreign Affairs of 
the Republic of Kenya held a teleconference on Thursday, 7 May 2020, and 
facilitated by the African Union Commission (AUC).

The teleconference deliberated on Africa’s response to the COVID-19 
pandemic with the objective of putting special focus on women’s leadership. 
The deliberations focussed on four thematic areas, namely leveraging 
on lessons from the past to ensure the social, political and economic 
empowerment of African women in the post COVID-19 world; engendering 
the AU COVID-19 Strategy; Response to the Peace, Security and Humanitarian 
Impact and Defining the Leadership role, mechanisms for inclusion and 
collaboration.

The Teleconference adopted various recommendations, key among them 
being the following:

The Teleconference acknowledged that during this crisis, women have found 
themselves at the forefront, caring for their families and communities and 
working in both the formal and informal sector, providing essential services 
and placing their own lives and health at risk. The pandemic is widely 
predicted to exacerbate existing financial inequality between men and 
women. Globally, women are more likely to hold precarious or vulnerable 
jobs, which are often the first to be lost during financial shocks.

They also underscored the critical need of a profound paradigm shift to 
address the deficits in women leadership in the response to COVID-19 as 
the rise of women to the frontlines of COVID-19 demand. In this regard, they 
pledged their full solidarity with each other and the People of the continent. 
They applauded the strategies and mechanisms put in place by the African 
Union to coordinate the fight against this pandemic, namely the Africa Joint 
Continental Strategy for COVID-19, the Continental Anti-COVID-19 Response 
Fund; the Partnership to Accelerate COVID-19 Testing (PACT); and the AU 
Special Envoys to mobilise international economic support.

They also welcomed the development of the African Union Guidelines 
on Gender-Responsive Responses to COVID-19, under the leadership 
of African Ministers in charge of Gender and Women Affairs, to enhance 
the AU’s strategies. They also requested that that gender perspectives 
be mainstreamed into all AU strategies and that women leadership is 
strengthened in all mechanisms.
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They called on governments of AU Members to Invest in more gender 
responsive health systems, including strengthening preventive and 
community based health infrastructure as well as building capacity for the 
production of pharmaceuticals and medical equipment, and measures to 
safeguard women and girls from gender based violence. 

The urged AU Members to ensure that all women and girls have equal 
access to health services, including quality and affordable medicines and 
vaccines, and that attention is given to sexual, reproductive and maternal 
health, especially in rural and marginalised communities.

Supported the continental efforts aimed at facilitating the negotiation for 
debt relief/debt cancellation. They expressed hope that these funds would 
be targeted at lifting the disproportionate poverty burden carried by women 
as a prerequisite for women’s empowerment and gender equality in a post-
COVID-19 world as the Continent observes a new African Women’s Decade 
of Financial and Economic Inclusion and the launch of the African Women 
Leadership Fund (AWLF).

Provide economic grants to women entrepreneurs and farmers to facilities 
their participation in cross-border trade as well as the agricultural value chain. 
In addition they lobbied for inclusion of women and girls in the provision of 
access to technology, science and innovation that will be used increasingly 
in education in the post COVID-19 era.

Finally, they called on governments to prioritise child-centred services, with a 
particular focus on equity of access as well as putting in measures to protect 
children from online sexual exploitation and abuse, and ensure that missing 
girls are reported to authorities.
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President Uhuru Kenyatta attends 
a virtual meeting with AU Regional 
Economic Communities Chairpersons 

By Sources

H.E. President Uhuru Kenyatta attended a virtual meeting chaired by President 
Cyril Ramaphosa on 29th April 2020. The meeting was also attended by 
President Felix Tshisekedi of the Democratic Republic of Congo, President 
Abdel Fattah el-Sisi of the Arab Republic of Egypt, and President Ibrahim Keita 
of the Republic of Mali who are members of the AU Bureau of the Assembly.
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Others included Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed of the Federal Democratic 
Republic of Ethiopia, President Paul Kagame of the Republic of Rwanda, 
President Macky Sall of the Republic of Senegal and President Emmerson 
Mnangagwa of the Republic of Zimbabwe.

Also present was the Chairperson of the African Union Commission Mr 
Moussa Faki Mahamat, the AU Commissioner for Trade and Industry Mr 
Albert Muchanga, the AU Commissioner for Economic Affairs Professor 
Victor Harrison and the Director of Africa Centres for Disease Control and 
Prevention Dr John Nkengasong as well as the AU Special Envoys.

The meeting was convened to brief the leaders about the AU strategy to 
combat COVID-19 and seek their support for the effective and successful 
implementation of the strategy.

The Meeting was held pursuant to the Decision of the Bureau at its Meeting 
of 22ND  April 2020, with the purpose of apprising the Chairpersons of the 
RECs of the AU about the actions and initiatives undertaken by the African 
Union in response to the spread of the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic in 
the continent. The Meeting also provided a platform for the Chairpersons of 
the RECs to brief the Bureau about regional measures taken in response to 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

The meeting was presided over by President Ramaphosa in his capacity 
as the Chairperson of the AU and AU Bureau of the Assembly and was the 
fourth Meeting convened by the Bureau to discuss joint continental action to 
combat the spread of the coronavirus and mitigate its economic impact on 
the continent.

HE President Kenyatta during the virtual meeting.
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South Africa congratulates Kenya on its election 
as Member of the United Nations Security 
Council for the term 2021-2022

President Cyril Ramaphosa on 19th June 2020, congratulated Kenya, on 
election as non-permanent member of the United Nations Security Council 
(UNSC) for the term 2021 to 2022. The elections took place on 17 and 18 
June 2020 in the UN General Assembly in New York. 
  
“As South Africa’s two-year term will come to an end on 31 December 
2020, we will continue to work closely with the existing and newly elected 
members of the Security Council, in ensuring collective multilateral action 
to maintain international peace and security,” said President Ramaphosa. 
  
Kenya will replace the outgoing member South Africa on 1 January 2021. 
  
South Africa wished Kenya a successful tenure on the Security Council and 
assured of its support in resolving regional and global conflicts, addressing 
the root causes of conflict and promoting inclusive political dialogue and 
peaceful settlement of disputes in accordance with the United Nations 
Charter and International Law.  
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Director Africa,  Amb. John Tipis pays 
courtesy call on South Africa’s Department 
of International Relations and Cooperation’s 
Deputy Director for Africa Amb. Ndumiso 
Ntshinga

Amb. John Tipis (Right), Director Africa MFA and Amb. Ndumiso Ntshinga Deputy 
Director General for Africa DIRCO, SA

Amb John Tipis, Director Africa in the Ministry of Foreign paid a courtesy call 
on Amb Ndumiso Ntshinga who is the Deputy Director for Africa, Department 
for International Relations and Cooperation on Thursday, 27th February 2020. 
Amb Tipis was in South Africa on a Monitoring support mission to the Kenya 
High Commission from February 24th -28th 2020. During the courtesy call 
the Ambassadors discussed areas of mutual interest and agreed to continue 
to consult and interact regularly.
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Kenya’s High Commissioner, Amb. Jean Kamau 
attends the Africa Regional Annual Conference 
for Weconnect International – A Womens 
Business Network 6th March, 2020

Amb. Jean Kamau (Second left) with other panellists during the Africa Regional 
Annual Conference for WEConnect International

The Kenya High Commissioner, Amb. Jean Kamau was invited by WEConnect 
International to speak on a Panel at an International Conference on 6th March, 
2020 in Sandton Johannesburg.  The Conference themed ‘Scaling-up in 2020 
for Sustainable Growth’ focused on how women-owned businesses can be 
positioned for success in the upcoming decade.

WEConnect is a global network that connects women owned business to 
qualified buyers around the world.  The network identifies, educates, registers 
and certifies women’s business enterprises outside of the United States that 
are at least 51% owned as well as managed and controlled by one or more 
women and then connects them with Multinational Corporate buyers.

WeConnect will be expanding their services and trainings to Nairobi Kenya 
beginning July, 2020.  During a series of meetings and consultations held 
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with H.E. Amb. Kamau, International Chief Executive Officer of WeConnect, 
Ms. Elizabeth Vazques shared the organization’s excitement in securing 
funds from Netherlands Government to open operations and services in 
Nairobi Kenya.  The Regional Director for Africa and Middle East, Patricia 
Langan shared the organization’s vision and focus on opening up operations 
in Nairobi.  She shared the following insights:

• WEConnect has secured a three year grant from the Dutch Government 
to initiate new activities in Kenya.

• The Interest in Kenya is driven by several factors – strong women in 
business networks from small to large scale business enterprises.

• Availability of multinationals doing business in Kenya that can benefit 
from doing business with certified women run businesses. 

• Kenya government has rolled out a progressive business enabling 
framework for women owned business.  These are supported by 
affirmative action in public procurement that provides for 30% Access to 
Government Procurement Opportunities for women, youth and people 
living with disability.

During the event, Amb. Jean Kamau highlighted Kenya’s trade policy 
objectives that include promoting a more open trade regime, strengthening 
and increasing overseas market access for Kenyan products, especially 
processed goods and further integration into the world economy. The High 
Commissioner reiterated that International Trade had been identified in the 
Vision 2030, Kenya’s Development Blue Print. 

Amb. Kamau said the effective implementation of the National Trade Policy 
was expected to transform Kenya to a most competitive and prosperous 
trading nation. She said prospects for this transformative impact lay in 
opportunities in the domestic market as well as in the regional and global 
markets, where Kenya has immense unexploited trade potential.

A delegation from WEConnect will travel to Kenya in April 2020 to conduct 
preliminary preparations and meet with government and private sector 
leaders.
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Commonwealth Day Celebrations 
On the 9th March 2020, the Commonwealth Day was celebrated and HE High 
commissioner represented the Mission. The event was attended by people 
in Commonwealth countries in Africa, Asia, the Caribbean and Americas, the 
Pacific and Europe to observe Commonwealth Day. Faith and civic gatherings, 
debates, school assemblies, flag raising ceremonies, street parties and 
fashion were showcased in  the event  to celebrate the vast diversity, strong 
unity and uplifting values that define the Commonwealth countries.

H.E. Amb Jean Kamau & British High Commissioner Mr Nigel Casey, & Kenyan PhD 
student Chege Kiongo 



International Trade Workshops in 
Pretoria, Bloemfontein and Cape Town 
By Gladys J Some

The Kenya High Commission received invitation to make presentations on 
“Investing in Kenya” at the International Trade Workshops organized by the 
Small Enterprise Development Agency (SEDA). 

The Small Enterprise Development Agency (SEDA) was established in 
December 2004 as an agency under the Department of Trade and Industry 
(the DTI) in the Republic of South Africa. The establishment was done 
by merging three organisations, namely the Ntsika Enterprise Promotion 
Agency, National Manufacturing Advisory Centre (NAMAC), and Community 
Public Private Partnership Programme (CPPP). The GODISA Trust and 
National Technology Transfer Centre were integrated into SEDA in April 2006, 
becoming the SEDA Technology Programme (stp).

SEDA implements programmes targeted at business development in areas 
prioritised by the government of South Africa.

The business model of SEDA is based on a number of delivery points located 
throughout the country, supported by a national office located in Pretoria/
Tshwane. 

WORKSHOPS

The workshops organised by SEDA were as follows:

• Bloemfontein on 18th February 2020

• Cape Town on 27th of February 2020

The Kenya High Commission was represented by Minister Counsellor I, Ms 
Gladys J. Some who made the presentations on “DOING BUSINESS WITH 
KENYA”. The presentation was highly pegged on the strategic position of the 
government of Kenya that reflects;

• Manufacturing

• Affordable Housing

• Food Security

• Universal Healthcare
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The presentation also focused on Tourism in Kenya, Infrastructure, Agriculture, 
Information Communication Technology and FinTech.

A similar presentation was also done by the same officer 28th November 
2019 in Pretoria.

The presentations at the latter venues attracted a lot of inquiries from 
potential interested investors in Kenya. Some have more technical inquiries 
that are best suited for response by a Trade Officer. 

During the Bloemfontein Workshop, the other Embassy that made a 
presentation was Sri Lanka. In Capet Town, the presentations were made by 
Japan, Brazil, Kenya and the United States of America (USA).

Following the presentations, the Mission received massive inquiries from 
potential investors who are interested in doing business with Kenya. It is, 
therefore, prudent to consider having a Trade Officer based at the Mission to 
handle technical issues regarding investment in Kenya. 

Team of presenters at the Seda Workshop in Cape Town among them Ms. Gladys 
Some, Minister Counsellor I (5th from left)



Kenya-South Africa Education Science 
Technology and Innovation Cooperation
BASIC EDUCATION MINISTER, MRS ANGIE MOTSHEKGA 
UPDATE ON RE-OPENING OF SCHOOLS

By Dr Gatama Gichini

Following the corona virus pandemic in the Republic of South Africa all 
the education institutions were closed down on Wednesday, 18th  March, 
2020. The Basic Education Minister Hon. MP. Ministers Angie Motshekga on 
19th  May 2020 officially announced that the department has been working 
hard towards saving the academic year whilst saving lives. Following the 
Department of Basic Education intensive consultations with a number of key 
stakeholders with direct interests in the basic education,  Hon.  MP. Ministers 
Angie Motshekga (Basic Education Minister) scheduled teaching and learning 
of Grades 7s (the class eight learners equivalent in Kenya) and 12s (the form 
four learners equivalent in Kenya) in public schools to 8th  June 2020.

Basic Education Minister, Mrs Angie Motshekga 19th May 2020 Media Briefing on 
reopening of Basic Education institutions 
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Home based officers orientation and 
familiarization tour in countries of 
accreditation
Beatrice Karago and Gladys J Some 

Home Based officers embarked on an orientation and familiarization tour in 
countries of accreditation with team “A” officers visiting parts of the Republic 
of South Africa and Kingdom of eSwatini while the second team “B” visited 
some parts of the Republic of South Africa and the Kingdom of Lesotho. 
The Familiarization tours took place earlier in the year with the second team 
conducting its tour some days shy of the imposed lockdown in the Republic 
of South Africa.

Team “A’ was mandated to meet and familiarize themselves with government 
officials and Kenyans within their area of tour that included the Member of 
the Executive Council (MEC) for Trade in the Province of Mpumalanga and 
The Ministry of Foreign Affairs in the Kingdom of eSwatini. During the tour 
the team followed up on pending issues and consular matters that required 
follow up and review along their itinerary. The officials took the opportunity to 
meet and disseminate information about the function and role of the Kenya 
High Commission in South Africa and enlightened members of diaspora 
regarding the E-Passport application process and encouraged Kenyans 
living in countries of accreditation to register with the Mission. Team “A” 
covered Nelspruit in the Province of Mpumalanga, Pietermaritzburg, Durban, 
Mtatha and East London in the Republic of South Africa and The Kingdom of 
eSwatini. 

At Nelspruit, the officers met with Member of the Executive Council (MEC), 
Hon. Pat Ngomane at who revealed that the province of Mpamalanga Premier 
was putting up a team that would be sent on a fact finding mission to Kenya 
with a view to exchanging of ideas and programmes for mutual benefit. 

In a meeting held at the MEC’s office, at the Government Complex in 
Mbombela, the Kenya High Commission officers and Mpumalanga 
Economic Development and Tourism Head of Department and his officials 
that included the Mpumalanga Economic Growth Agency (MEGA) held 
discussions of mutual benefit.  The MEC’s team gave an economic overview 
of the Mpumalanga Province, highlighting the Key Economic Sectors, and 
underlining areas of investment.  The team highlighted Mpumalanga as 
strategic because it offered modern infrastructure and innovative technology 
in South Africa.  They boasted of being the 5th largest economy in South 
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Africa and their key sectors included manufacturing, mining, energy and 
agriculture which included forestry and fishing.

The Kenya High Commission team highlighted the strategic position of the 
Government of Kenya that reflects the four strategic pillars of;

• Manufacturing

• Affordable Housing

• Food security

• Universal Healthcare

The team also highlighted Kenya’s ease of doing business as per the 
latest 2019 World Bank report on Ease of Doing Business, which indicated 
Kenya  improved five positions to 56 globally on attractiveness to investors 
up from 61 in the previous year.

The team also interested the Mpumalanga team in identifying areas of 
cooperation and investment with Kenya for mutual economic growth 
through exchange programmes in areas such as farming, tourism, mining 
and education with keen interest on Egerton University.

During the tour the team later travelled to the Kingdom of eSwatini where 
they met officers from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs as well as Ministry of 
Education to discuss areas of mutual interest to enhance bilateral relations.

The team met members of diaspora in eSwatini, Province of Mpumalanga, 
Pietermaritzburg, Durban, Mtatha and East London in the Republic of South 
Africa and The Kingdom of eSwatini. The team offered consular services to 
members of diaspora during the tour.

Team “B” of officers from the Mission undertook outreach to various parts of 
the country in the month of March, 2020. The team visited Northern Cape, 
Free State, Eastern Cape and the Western Cape. During these visits, the team 
held town hall meetings with the Diaspora leadership and Kenyan Community 
in Kimberley, Bloem Fontein and Port Elizabeth. In addition, they provided 
consular services to that included: Assistance in Ecitizen account registration 
and activation and explanation of the e-passport application procedure; 
assistance in Identity card registration; Driving licence authentication; 
Sensitization on prevention of the corona virus.  

In addition the Mission staff encouraged Members of the Diaspora to register 
with the High Commission. They also delivered some of the documents that 
were ready, which included passports, identity cards and birth certificates. 
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Home Based Officers, Sylvia, Gibson and Lucy providing support and services to 
Kenyans in Port Elizabeth 

The leader of the MEC officials’ team, Mr. JM Mnisi, Chief Director: Trade and Sector 
Development (second left) and Kenya High Commission Delegation



Diaspora Relations
KENYA HIGH COMMISSION SUPPORTS DISTRESSED KENYANS 
IN THE REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA

By Gladys Some

The Kenya High Commissioner in the Republic of South Africa received 
a letter from the leadership of Diaspora group informing the Mission of 
Kenyans experiencing challenges following the lockdown imposed by H.E. 
President Cyril Ramaphosa on 27th March 2020 to avert massive spread of 
the COVID-19 with a view to flattening the curve.

Consequently, members of the Kenyan Diaspora that engaged in small-scale 
business ventures were especially grossly affected and as a result suffered 
loss of income. The Mission’s attention was drawn to reports that a number of 
Kenyans were facing hardships in keeping up with daily livelihood and worst 
hit by scarcity of food.

It was in this respect and in keeping with H.E. President Uhuru Kenyatta’s 
call in his address to Kenyans on 16th April 2020 to adopt a family, that 
the High Commissioner, Amb. Jean Kamau set up a Response Committee 
composed of Home Based Staff whose terms of reference was to come 
up with sustainable measures to assist the Kenyans in Distress. The High 
Commissioner also appealed to Kenyans working in the UN agencies and 
other allied companies to commit to adopt a family through cash and food 
donations that would be channeled to the needy cases through the already 
structured diaspora leadership groups.

The team set up by the High Commissioner was composed of the following 
officers:

• Gladys J. Some – Minister Counsellor I - Team Leader

• Josef Mwikwa – Head of Consular – Member

• Sylvia Mangusho – Financial Attaché – Member

• Lucy Karimi – Administrative Attaché – Member

• Catherine Nthiga - Administrative Attaché – Member
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The team had to meet virtually to come up with measures to assist the 
distressed Kenyans that included a request to Home Based Staff to commit to 
making a modest contribution of R1,500 monthly to assist two families each 
during the period of the lockdown. A request was also floated to members of 
diaspora to make a contribution and reach out to fellow Kenyans.

The team appointed to spearhead the support process worked with Diaspora 
leadership in supporting the distressed Kenyans. The Diaspora leadership 
acted as an interface in identifying the needy cases and delivering the food 
support.

There were however some challenges encountered in the process of 
implementation of the food support efforts as it was not possible to stick to 
the proposed standard package as the needy cases increased and with the 
little personal resources contributed, therefore forcing the distribution team 
to split the packages to ensure most cases received support. The support 
reached over 80 Kenyan families cumulatively.

Food items ready for dispatch to distressed Kenyans in the Republic of South Africa 

1. Pastor Robert Githua of Western Cape delivers food parcels to distressed Kenyans. 
2. Pastor William Muchina delivering food parcels to Kenyans in the Gauteng Province 



High Commission facilitates repatriation 
of Kenyans from South Africa
By Beatrice Karago

Amb. Jean Kamau Briefs Teams during the Repatriation exercise

Following the global outbreak of the Coronavirus, South Africa introduced 
measures under the national Disaster Act aimed at containing the spread 
of the virus. This entailed a total lockdown and ban on international travel. 
However, in recognition of the international travellers who were consequently 
stranded in South Africa, the Government of the Republic of South Africa made 
provision for Diplomatic and International Missions based in South Africa to 
evacuate their nationals and employees of international organizations. The 
people that were affected by the ban on international flights had previously 
travelled to South Africa on tourist visas, education visas and meddi9cal 
tourism visas, while some were on transit.

Pursuant to the above-mentioned provision, the Mission has been able to 
successfully facilitate the evacuation of two groups of Kenya Nationals from 
South Africa. The first group left the country on (insert date) and the second 
Group that comprised mainly of students from the African Leadership 
Academy, left for Kenya on 4th July, 2020.
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Kenya - Lesotho relations
By Beatrice Karago

His Right Honourable Moeketsi Majoro was sworn in as the Kingdom of 
Lesotho’s prime minister on 22nd May, 2020 following the resignation of his 
predecessor, former Prime Minister Thomas Thabane.

Rt. Hon. Majoro, is a seasoned economist, who holds a PhD in economics from 
Washington State University, and previously served as executive director for 
the Africa Group at the IMF and as minister of development planning and 
Minister for Finance of the Kingdom of Lesotho. 

The High Commission takes this opportunity to congratulate the Kingdom 
of Lesotho for this milestone in their governance trajectory. Kenya and 
Lesotho enjoy warm and cordial relations both at the bilateral level as well 
as at the multilateral level as demonstrated by high level visits between the 
two countries. Both countries have shared values as members of the African 
Union and the Commonwealth. Kenya appreciates the support that Lesotho 
and other countries continue to give especially in Kenya’s bid for membership 
to the United Nations Security Council. 

As the new Prime Minister takes the reins of power in the Kingdom of Lesotho, 
The Prime Minister has emphasized on the need for economic diversification, 
a transition away from a public-sector driven economy to a private and 
investment-driven economy. This indeed is timely given the current thrust of 
the African Union’s continental trade agenda under the African Continental 
Free Trade Agreement (AfCTA) which came into force in July 2019 and was 
expected to be launched this year. 

The High Commission looks forward to continue working closely with 
the government of the Kingdom of Lesotho both bilaterally as well as at 
the multilateral platform. We are particularly hopeful that we will work in 
partnership to promote bilateral trade and investment between our two 
brotherly nations. The High Commission remains committed to working 
closely with the Kingdom of Lesotho in other areas of interest including 
cooperation in Education, Science and Technology as well as Sports and 
Culture for the mutual benefit of our peoples and in partial fulfilment of 
the aspirations of the African peoples as espoused in the African Union 
Agenda 2063: Creating “A prosperous Africa, based on inclusive growth and 
sustainable development.”
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Kenya – Eswatini relations

H.E. Amb. Jean Kamau meets with the then Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs of the 
Kingdom of eSwatini, Lizzie Nkosi

Kenya and the Kingdom of Eswatini enjoy warm and cordial relations. The 
partnership between the two countries has been very fruitful in various fronts. 

Kenya remains grateful to the Kingdom of Eswatini for her support during 
the recently ended elections to the United Nations Security Council. Prior 
to the elections,  Amb. Jean Kamau, the High Commissioner of the Republic 
of Kenya to the Republic of South Africa with accreditation to the Kingdom 
of Lesotho and the Kingdom of Eswatini, paid a courtesy call on then Acting 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, Senator Lizzy Nkosi among others, lobby for 
Kenya’s candidature to the membership of the United Nations Security 
Council during elections that were conducted in June, 2020. 

The High Commissioner and the Minister reviewed the existing bilateral 
relations and agreed on areas of focus. In addition they discussed various ways 
of enhancing the existing bilateral relations and cooperation arrangements 
that would be necessary in this respect.

The support received from the Government of the Kingdom of Eswatini for 
Kenya’s candidature among other forms of ongoing bilateral cooperation 
between the two countries, is great testimony of the warm and cordial 
relations that exist between the two countries. 
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Kenya High Commission Chancery News
FAMILIARIZATION AND ORIENTATION OF HOME BASED 
OFFICERS IN COUNTRIES OF ACCREDITATION

REVIEWS BY STAFF

Dr Gatama Gichini – Education Attaché 

“The familiarization tour conducted highly facilitated 
me as an education attaché. The familiarization tour 
contributed to team building in addition to listening 
to the Kenyan diaspora based in Free State and 
KwaZulu- Natal Provinces. I was able to learn different 
and diverse ways on how to conduct and deal with 
various diaspora issues such as immigration and 
other related matters. From the onset to the end 
of the familiarization tour and the activities thereof, 
we covered a lot that was not limited to the mission 
professional representation and advancing the 
diaspora policy”.

Catherine Nthiga – Administrative Attaché 

“I wish to express my gratitude to the High 
Commissioner for the opportunity accorded to me 
to participate in the HBO familiarization tour. The two 
tours were quite informative, educative and thought 
provocative.  Kenya can borrow a leaf from the 
structural and infrastructure set up in South Africa”.
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Isaac Lokong – Consular Services Officer

I was in the which visited Bloemfontein, Kimberley, 
Port Elizabeth, George and Cape Town. Our trip 
began on 16th February to 24th February 2020. It 
was my first time to be involved in outreach services 
together with my colleagues. Other than being a 
learning experience especially being the first one I 
have undertaken, It also offered critical experiences 
which I hope will go a long way in improving service 
delivery at the mission. It was an opportunity to meet 
Kenyans and introduce myself to them having been 
serving them remotely through interaction with 
phones and emails while at the office. Most of them 
do not get the opportunity to come to the chancery 
but still seek and get services wherever they are. 

Beatrice Karago – Minister 

I was delighted to lead Team Two in the regional Tour of Bloemfontein, 
Kimberley, George, Port Elizabeth and Cape Town. The tour was a great team 
building exercise that provided me with an excellent opportunity to interact 
with colleagues in a less formal environment and to get to know them better. 
It deepened my understanding and reverence of each team member’s 
individual strengths and idiosyncrasies that all blended made the tour a really 
memorable experience.  The joint preparation of the Daily Briefs and report 
writing provided everyone an opportunity to have insight into political report 
writing. This early morning exercise was always a wonderful ice breaker that 
provided the team a chance to interact before the day began.   

 Lucy Karimi – Administrative Attaché 

It was a great experience to travel from one province 
to another and to appreciate what our Country 
Kenya can learn from South Africa to promote our 
economy. On the way I was able to appreciate the 
large scale farming which covered many hectares 
of land with animal farming and different types of 
crops. As we progressed with our trip I appreciated 
the well developed and very well maintained roads. I 
appreciated that such trips help to build confidence 
and respect for one another as colleagues therefore 
creating a good working environment
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Sylvia Mangusho – Finance Attaché 

The experience was an eye opener to appreciate 
how vast the Republic of South Africa was and its 
economic development.

This was also an opportunity to interact with Kenyans 
living in the countries of accreditation which gave 
us an opportunity to serve Kenyans by taking the 
services to them. This was really appreciated and the 
Kenyans requested to have the services delivered to 
them regularly by organising such consular outreach 
activities as it was costly for most of them to travel all 
the way to Pretoria for the services.
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COVID-19 professional consultancy, risk 
assessment, mitigation and training for 
the Kenya High Commission in Pretoria 
The world Wide Covid-19 pandemic has been the biggest challenge to 
humanity in the recent past. Following a nationwide lockdown in South 
Africa, a partial return to work orders were released by the government and 
had some strict regulations that need to be adhered to. The Kenya High 
Commission in Pretoria needed assistance and advice on how to conduct 
the mandated responsibilities while keeping staff, management and clients 
protected against the risks of Covid-19.

Back & Safe consultants Dr. Rita Sonko (R) and Dr. Bere during the training sessions 
with the staff of KHCP

Back and Safe made a proposal that the Mission found to be comprehensive, 
scientific and timely. They were competitively sourced and successfully 
carried out a number of assignments including a workplace risk assessment, 
a full analysis of our health and safety policies, after which they presented 
us with a detailed report with recommendations of improvements aimed at 
mitigating risks. 
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The staff of KHCP during the training sessions 

Additionally, they conducted two very interactive trainings with both our 
management team and staff. Back and Safe medical team was handy in 
providing consultancy during the very first repartition of stranded Kenyans and 
other nationals resident in Kenya whereby Back &Safe conducted Covid-19 
screening, pre-travel medical assessments and certifications, confirming that 
the citizens and other nationals being repatriated to Kenya were fit for travel.  

HE Ambassador Jean Kamau takes part in the training sessions organized by Back & 
Safe 
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PICTORIALS

Amb. Jean Kamau (Second left) in a panel discussion during the Africa Regional 
Annual Conference for WEConnect International

Kenya High Commission officers and their host at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 
International Cooperation of eSwatini
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Kenya High Commission Staff prepare for the repatriation process

Kenya High Commission officers pose for a picture with Members of Diaspora in 
eSwatini who turned up for the planned engagement with the team
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Diaspora members in eSwatini are assisted by KHC officers

SEDA Operations Manager, Boijane Mshumpela with Ms. Gladys Some, Minister 
Counsellor I at the Workshop in Bloemfontein where Kenya High Commission made a 
presentation on “Investing in Kenya” 
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KHC, Pretoria Staff with a team of Monitoring and Evaluation from MFA led by Amb. 
John Tipis

The Newly Renovated Kenya High Commission Chancery in Pretoria, South Africa.
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Vision 
A value-based Mission dedicated to building trust, prosperity and 

promoting Kenya’s interests

Mission 
To promote, protect and sustain Kenya’s economic and strategic interests 

in South Africa, Lesotho and Swaziland through efficient and effective 
diplomatic engagements

Core Values 
Patriotism 

Customer Focus 
Equity and Fairness 

Responsibility 
Unity 

Integrity 
Creativity

Feedback Contacts  
Kenya High Commission 

302 Brooks Street 
Menlo Park 0081 

Pretoria, South Africa

P.O. Box 35954 
Menlo Park 0102 

Pretoria, South Africa

Telephone: +27 12 362 2249/50/51 
Fax: +27 12 362 2252 

Email: info@kenya.org.za 
Website: www.kenya.org.za 

Facebook pages: Kenya High Commission - Pretoria   
and/or  

Kenya High Commission Pretoria


